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Would that I had been nor servitor, nay, neither served e'er! *
Would that I had bode unbeing, to the world had journeyed ne'ei I

Since my dust found being, and I might noi gold nor silver be,
Would that I had bode a clod or stone or handful pebbles there\ *

But since grow I must, and reckoned 'mongst the blossoms might not be,
Would that I had bode a leek or onion for which none doth care!

When I rose to life, O would I had remained amongst the brutes;
Since I might not be a bulbul, then an owl or crow, I swear I

Since at last I must be man, and subtlety of soul 3 not mine,
Would that I had been a dullard callous-natured, void of care!4

For that then, O Lord, at least I had not suffered these desires;
Would that I had had not any lot in Love nor any share1

Since that death to me were better than to live with all this woe.
Would, O Jacfer, that a dead man, struck from off the roll, 5 I were!

The following verses from the introduction to the Heves-
Natna are interesting in that they contain a very early and
not unjust criticism on the poetry of Sheykhi and Ahmed
Pasha, whom they indicate as being held for the greatest
among the Turkish poets in those old times.

1  Neither servitor nor served, i. e. no one, nothing: these words are used
in science, thus some of the 'virtues' are said to cserve* others which are then
said to be 'served.' See vol. I, p. 49.

2  i. e.  but  since it was necessary that I should come into existence, then
would  I had  remained at the fiist stage, i. e. the mineral, even a worthless
clod or stone or handful of pebbles, since I was not allowed to become gold
or  silver.  The  same  idea is expressed in the two following couplets for the
next two stages, i. e. the plant, and the biute.

3  By  'subtlety  of soul1 the poet means the angelic, ethereal nature of the
'Perfect   Man,'   the ciown of humanity (vol. i. p. 52); had this been his lot,
he  would have been able to tiiumph over any sorrows the world or fortune
could biing about.

* For then I should have been saved from the mainfold sufferings to which
the sensitive soul is exposed
5 i. e. the roll of the living.